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January 2nd gave some of us an opportunity to show off the clothes and/or jewelry Santa brought to our good Rotarians.   It 
was a “Meet-and-eat” get together.  It was well attended considering the busy time of the year.  Many well-wishers enjoyed 
a nice meal and informal gathering hosted by President Maria.  With little business conducted everyone enjoyed each 
others’ company.  For entertainment, Prez showed a video of Cliff Dochterman, a former President that gave an hilarious 
speech to current and future Rotarian prezes.  He was witty and charming.  The title of the video was “If only I could be 
president again.”  It gave some funny happenings of his year and things he would do differently if he were given the 
opportunity to be president again.  The main message he wanted to convey is that the President should not be burdened 
with “that’s not been done before.”  The President needs to be innovative.  Meetings need to be fun, different and 
interesting.  We know our Prez and our past Presidents have seen this video since our meetings are the talk of the town.  
Many visiting Rotarians speak of how much fun it is to make up at the Black-Belt of all clubs. 
 
The first official meeting on the 9th was our 25th of our 51st year and it was very well attended.  New Years resolutions were 
being adhered to!  We were warmly greeted by Kelly Giblin and Debbie Moreno.  Terry “the Shirker” Schroepfer 
dragged in so late that he never was able to fulfill his greeter duties.  For shame, Terry!  The invocation was delivered by 
Steve Richardson and Amanda Brodie led the flag salute.  Kappellmeister, George Palmer, and his ever-faithful 
sidekick, John McWhorter guided the group through the singing of “God Bless America”.  President Maria reported that 
Cy Wade’s wife, Virginia, recently suffered a heart attack and is doing much better; Tom Larwood wants to upgrade his 
truck in order to get to Rotary meetings (after he returns, maybe we can borrow his truck to make it easier for some others 
to attend); and Judie Rolph has her good days and bad days, but had a good holiday season.  They are all in our thoughts 
and prayers.   
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Ron Bivens introduced our 2 Visiting Rotarians from the Downtown Club, Signee Hoffman and Daphne Washington, our 
speaker.  Jack Saba was accompanied by Club guests Marie Tapp and Denise Signs.  Vernon Varner’s guest was 
Shannon Williams and Jean Watanabe brought Ted Kent from her office.  Not to be forgotten were the Rotaractors, 
Nicole, Amy and Paris, who announced that Pet Therapy is scheduled for Saturday, 1/17/04 at Parkview Julian.  For further 
information contact Paris at Daniels, Philips, Vaughn and Bock.  Richard Henderson and Hank Hinse were each fined 
$20 for remarks made. 
 
The Prez recognized the upcoming birthdays of Mike Griffin (1/13), Steve Gibbs (1/14), and Scott Grey (1/18); and Club 
anniversaries of Paul Luehrs and Ron Biglin.  President Maria became a great-grandmother on 1/1/04 with the birth of 
Ian, son of granddaughter, Michelle.  Over $200 was collected from members to match the amount that Maria will place in 
the wee-one’s bank account. 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13 – past BERC members will be invited to be guests of the  
 Club and get re-acquainted.   
 1/16 – Deni Gonzales – Credit Scoring 
 1/23 – Ann Bemin – Gobi Desert Experience 
 1/24 – Roadrunner basketball Rotary Night at Centennial Garden 
 1/30 – Katie Garcia – Ambassadorial Scholar 
 2/6   – David Lightsey – Type II Diabetes 
 2/13 – Off Site – TBA 
 2/20 – Dark 
 2/21 – Charter Night 
 2/26 – Six Club Meeting 
 2/27 – Senator Dean Florez 
 4/2  –  Centennial Project presentation 
 5/1  –  Wine Tasting trip 
 5/22 – Pasta Feast 2004 
 10/22 – District Conference – a three day cruise aboard the Royal Caribbean 
 
January is designated as Rotary Awareness Month.  During the month Past Presidents will be invited to share 
remembrances of significant events during their reign. 
 
Supper Club on Wednesday, 1/14/04 will be held at Narducci’s.  Reservations are required.  Contact Dave Haynes, Jack 
Spencer or Pam Mahan. 
  
President Maria presented a 4 Way Test coin to those in attendance who had maintained a perfect attendance record for 
the last quarter.  There were 27 members who were “perfect”:  Fernando Aguirre, Ron Biglin, Mike Cooper, Dick Giles, 
Susan Gill, Dan Giordano, Scott Grey, Mike Griffin, Rich Harger, Dave Hashim, Dave Haynes, Mike Henstra, 
Carolyn Jackson, Annette Koop, Susan Leedy, Bill Lewis, George Palmer, Jack Spencer, Gary Stanfill and Cy 
Wade!!  (sorry some names were missed but I don’t do short-hand)  Good job!!  Make-up opportunites range from 
meetings of other Rotary clubs to board, Interact and Rotaract meetings.                                                                                               
 
Maria made a timely message about “scooting” and how the situation seems to have improved.  At the time she was 
making the comments who was scooting but Karen Skrable!  Good timing! 
 
Jean Watanabe and her office staff were recognized for their contributions to the East Bakersfield Kidz Club.  They 
bought toys and donated them to the club at Christmas time and they plan to continue their contributions to other things 
that are needed by the club.  Dick Henderson asked to be the recipient of some of the things as he is a very needy person.  
 
 
 





 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Attendance IS Important! 
Where To Make-Up: 

Mondays: Bakersfield South Rotary Club 
12:00 noon, Holiday Inn Select 

Tuesdays: Bakersfield North Rotary Club 
12:10 noon, Holiday Inn Select 

Wednesdays: Bakersfield Breakfast Rotary Club 
                6:45a.m.  The Petroleum Club, Stockdale Tower, 5060 California Avenue, 12th Floor 

Wednesdays: Bakersfield West Rotary Club 
            12:00 noon, Stockdale Country Club 

Wednesdays: Shafter Rotary Club 
            6:30 am, Shafter Veterans Hall, 309 California St 

Thursdays: Bakersfield (Downtown) Rotary Club 
                 12:00 Noon, Bakersfield Art Museum, 1930 "R" Street 
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