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Publisher Note: “The Fifth Page” will be a supplement to the Rotonews. It will contain educa-

tional material from various contributors. The Rotonews has simply outgrown itself and depend-

ing on the reporter, there is not enough room for important articles. I will be happy to take ideas 

from you , write the article if you want. Please share with me your thoughts regarding this sup-

plement       Sandi Schwartz, Publisher 

Hello fellow BERC members… 

 

I wanted to provide you with an update on our Noble school project: 

• We are continuing to provide “Noble Readers” (for those of you not familiar, 

the readers sit for an hour a week and listen to the children read) It’s a very re-

warding experience for both the readers and the students, some studies have 

shown that this simple act has raised many of these students from the bottom 

of their age group to near the top (or beyond!) 

• At the beginning of school this year we provided: 

 2400 pencils, 800 pink erasers, 155 boxes of crayons, 600 binder type pen

 cil pouches, 150 binders, 250 spiral bound notebooks 

• During the past few weeks, we provided Target gift cards which will be used 

to purchase prizes to promote all students reading. 

• We will purchase 144 dictionaries from the Rotary Dictionary Project which 

will be given to incoming 3rd graders. 

• We will hold a 4 way test essay contest after the first of the year. 

• Last year we provided benches and a table for their serenity garden 

• This year we provided the funds to allow them to plant flowers and some per-

manent plants in that garden. 

• I have volunteered some of our strong backs for a work day, to clean up, paint 

out graffiti etc. (date TBA) 

• We are going to purchase and plant a tree in front of the school to replace one 

which died. 

Bakersfield East Rotary’s Noble School UpdateBakersfield East Rotary’s Noble School UpdateBakersfield East Rotary’s Noble School UpdateBakersfield East Rotary’s Noble School Update    

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident----Elect Tom Burch, contributorElect Tom Burch, contributorElect Tom Burch, contributorElect Tom Burch, contributor    
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• Last year the kids were watering the plants and flowers in the serenity garden 

by hand, because it didn’t have a sprinkler system. I’m working on that as a 

project for us to do as well. 

 

• In addition to all of the above, we provide funds to purchase enough books to 

give each child a book of their very own. 

• As most of you are aware, the weekly speaker’s gifts are books for the Noble 

School library. 

 

Of course… every time we show up for any of the school functions, we’re 

treated like royalty. On family reading night during the spring last year, it took 

Mrs. Sanchez 3 or 4 minutes to introduce me (I was only mildly embarrassed!) 

 

In front of the school, there are 2 “Supported by Bakersfield East Rotary” signs, 

and in their multi-purpose room is a banner which says the same thing 

 

Thanks to all of you for all you allow me to do to help this school. (they love us!) 

 

Tom Burch 

 

(Editor’s note: I have asked each of the Directors on the Board to submit a report 

of how your dollars are working on various projects that for lack of time are not 

mentioned at the regular meetings. When it seems as if you are emptying your 

pocketbook endlessly for Bakersfield East Rotary, you deserve to see where 

those dollars are spent. Hopefully, you will understand what an impact you make 

with that money to our community and our world. “The Fifth Page” is a perfect 

way to get that information to you. I welcome all of you who are in charge of 

projects in our club to send me your reports to publish. Sandi Schwartz) 


