ROTARY CLUB OF BAKERSFIELD EAST

BERC member and Sal-
vation Army Captain
Mark Nelson was our
host for the March 7,
2008 meeting at the Sal-
vation Army Adult Reha-
bilitation Center (ARC)
on 19" Street. Member
Mark, transformed into
Captain Nelson for the
program, explained that
the Salvation Army
“takes a lot of stuff peo-
ple have given up on,”
giving the stuff a new

lease on life. Things that

others have tired of are
spruced up and sold at
Salvation Army Thrift
stores or recycled. The
Salvation Army has be-
come a major recycling
center, recycling tons of

computers, merchandise,

books, computers, and

mixed metals each week.

The Salvation Army
also gives a new lease
on life to people who
have tried the patience
of their family and
friends, causing many
to give up on them.
The Salvation Army
non-profit residential
drug and alcohol reha-
bilitation center has
operated in Bakersfield
at the same location
since 1956. They pro-
vide individual and
group counseling; AA/
NA meetings; classes
in chemical depend-
ency, anger manage-
ment, and relapse pre-
vention; Bible Study;
and work therapy — all
at no cost to the par-
ticipants. The cost of
the program is paid by
the proceeds of the
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thrift store sales.

Two men shared their
stories with us. Rich-
ard has been in the
program about 80
days. He told us he
has been running
amuck for 25 years,
during which he was
always employed, but
never sober.
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He has lived in expensive homes, and he has lived in a tent. Although he had been through
other programs, it is the Salvation Army that has given him an awakening to life without alcohol
or drugs.

He has lived in expensive homes, and he has lived in a tent. Although he had been through
other programs, it is the Salvation Army that has given him an awakening to life without alcohol
or drugs.

John is a graduate of the Salvation Army ARC, and he works at one of the thrift stores. He was
born with a rare bone disease that required his hospitalization from the time of his birth until he
was four years old. When he was five years old he went home to a mother who was an alco-
holic drug addict who allowed her toddler to be sexually abused for three years. At age seven,
John tried to commit suicide. By age nine he was drinking alcohol and doing drugs, because he
found they made his life so much easier. In high school he hung out with the seniors, as they
were doing drugs like he was. Despite the haze of his addiction, he met and fell in love and
married his high school sweetheart. Together they raised three children, before John lost his wife
three days after their nineteenth wedding anniversary. John said he was killing himself, going in
and out of jail and the County psychiatric ward at Kern Medical Center (Unit 3-B). He explained
that the Salvation Army saved his life. Now he tried to help others as he was helped.

FIFIIINIIIVIVNIIIIININSINNY

+
(3]
ol

"19
521# 1 17
% 3 6 #6 R N

&& ; - "1

6 ====
SSESSSESSESSESSESSESSESSSESESESESEE S

BLBLLBLBLBLLLLBLLLLLLY
N
m 1
-
BLBLLBLBLLLLBLLLLLLLLY




Visiting Rotarians

Olaf Landsgaard from the Rosamond Rotary Club; Brian Linn, West Club; Art Rockoff
and Jim George, former BERC members, and currently members of Rotary Clubs in
Virginia and Bakersfield, respectively.

Guests : Robert Tidwell, guest of Scott Begin ; Pat Skrable , guest of Karen Skrable;
Helen Bass , guest of Dave Bass ;Noelle Nelson , guest of Mark Nelson.

Club Anniversaries : Michele Brown , 3/7 - 11 years; Carolyn Jackson , 3/8 - 6
years; Jack Spencer , 3/12 9 years

Fines: Jarrod McNaughton was in President Ron’s sites. First, Jarrod was fined
for failing to arrange for a substitute greeter last week. Jarrod will also pay the price
for appearing in Bakersfield Magazine and on 17 News at Sunrise without wearing his
Rotary pin. Debbie Moreno tried to rise to Jarrod’s defense and instead wound up
with her own $50 fine for failing to impress upon Jarrod the importance of wearing his
Rotary pin at all times. Mike Cooper was also assessed $50 for appealing to Presi-
dent Ron for mercy on Jarrod’s behalf. Sensing blood in the water, Ron the Shark
asked all who were not wearing their Rotary pins to stand. Terry Schroepfer, Jarrod
McNaughton (yet again), Susan Gill, Terry Maxwell, & Greg Braun  were fined.
President Ron denied Susan’s request to provide a defense for her pin-less behav-
ior, proving there is no due process in Rotary!.

John Fanucchi was summoned to the podium for a review of his membership
list. A de minimus fine was issued to those who were present at the meeting
but had not yet signed John’s roster (Doug Amstutz, Johnson Jung, Tom
Larwood, Robert Vining, Bob Parker, Ken Koop, Quon Louey, Debbie
Moreno, and Jarrod McNaughton (I kid you not)). Ron warned that the fine
for failure to sign the roster will increase sharply each week.

Announcements

Nephi is still missing, having been abducted during the February 29 meeting.
Prime suspect David Coffey was not in attendance on March 7 to hear Presi-
dent Ron’s plea for a swift return.

Work crews are needed at Rotary Park on the evening of Friday, March 14,
and the morning of Saturday, March 15. Bring shovels, rakes, and wheelbar-
rows - ESPECIALLY WHEELBARROWS. Then relax Saturday afternoon at
Jim & Debbie Clark's house for a barbeque. (But, be sure to RSVP to Jim &
Debbie so they will know how many hot dogs and hamburgers to cook!)

The deadline for the ambassadorial scholarships is May 16. This is a wonder-
ful program for college students to study abroad while Rotary foots the bill.
No children of Rotarians may apply.

Membership Moment - Jean Watanabe announced that the Classification of
the Week is Employment Agency Owners or managers.

The RI Convention registration fee goes up on April 1. Until then it costs indi-
vidual members less to register, and BERC benefits by receiving a percentage
of the registration fees from the District. So, fish or cut bait on your attendance
at the Convention before April 1, and we all benefit.

Susan Gill reporting
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“Don’t corner something that you know is
meaner than you.”




