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TEACHER OF THE YEAR –  STEVE GARCIA 

George Palmer explained that this year the Teacher of the Year Committee de-
cided that one of our newer members, John Fanucchi, who is the President of 
Garces Memorial High School, should choose our Teacher of the Year Honoree.  
John met with Principal Robert Garcia and Vice-Principal of Academic Affairs Kath-
leen Bears.  When they reviewed the criteria for the award – longevity of service to 
the school, commitment to the school’s mission, and commitment to the students 
and their families – Steve Garcia became an obvious choice.  Mr. Garcia is a 1985 
Garces graduate, though he said he has been involved in activities at Garces since 
his older brother attended Garces in the 1970's.  He teaches mathematics, and he 
has been the Chair of the Math Department for the past six years.  He has also 
coached girls softball and participated in the WASC Accreditation process. 

Mr. Garcia graciously accepted his award.  He smiled when he explained that he 
deals with teenagers every day, and they are not so forthcoming with their apprecia-
tion – especially when he is asking them to turn in the homework he assigned for the 
weekend.  He said if he could ask us anything, he would ask us to tell our children to 
go into their teacher Monday morning and tell the teacher how much they appreciate 
the teacher’s hard work. [Note: Steve Garcia is a favorite of the children of this au-
thor.]   

Mr. Garcia was presented with a handsome wooden commemorative and a check for 
$475. 
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FIREFIGHTER OF THE YEAR – DAVID KAUS 

David Haynes presented the firefighter of the Year award to Kern County Fire Depart-
ment Engineer David Kaus in recognition of his quick thinking under pressure and his 
bravery in rescuing a man from a burning house.  When David Kaus and Captain 
Tony Blumer responded with Engine 51 to a structure fire, the house was 30% ablaze.  
One attempt to rescue a man inside the home had failed, before David Kaus ran into 
the blazing, smoky building and pulled the man out of the house.   

With his proud family in the audience, wife Elizabeth and children Michael and 
Heather, David Kaus humbly accepted the award, explaining that he only did what he 
had been trained to do.  He said they are sometimes called upon to pull people out of 
burning buildings, and often it is too late to save the victims.  It was awfully nice to be 
able to pull a live man out of this building.   (con’t page 2) 
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(from page one) 

David Kaus was presented with a plaque, and a $500 donation to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society will be made in his name. 

 

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR – RAVI PATEL, M.D. 

Larry Moxley called upon Charter Member Cy Wade to help present the Citi-
zen of the Year Award to Ravi Patel, M.D.  Dr. Patel is the founder and vision-
ary behind the Comprehensive Blood and Cancer Center (CBCC), which has 
provided cutting edge cancer treatment for people in Bakersfield.  The 220 
clinical, technical, and support staff, and the 15 dedicated physicians at 
CBCC provide a wide array of services, ordinarily found only in an academic 
setting.  And, for the past 15 years, Dr. Patel has treated Larry Moxley’s 
mother-in-law, Jane, or as Larry put it, “Dr. Patel has kept her alive the last 
15 years.” 

Cy Wade said it was a great honor and a privilege to present the Citizen of the Year Award to Dr. Ravi Patel, for ex-
emplifying service above self as a citizen of Kern County. 

Dr. Patel was also quite humble in his acceptance of this honor.  He explained 
there are a lot of Dr. Patel’s in Bakersfield, and people often get them mixed up.  

He wondered if that had happened, and if 
so, Larry & Susan Moxley should be 
heavily fined.  Seriously, Dr. Patel thanked 
the Club for the award.  He said one of the 
benefits of practicing medicine in Bakers-
field is meeting the many fine people here.  
He is proud to be a member of our commu-
nity, where people do so much for others.  
Dr. Patel said it is no wonder that the Ba-
kersfield Relay For Life raises the second 
highest amount of funds for cancer re-
search as any Relay for Life in the nation. 
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 This week in Business:  

 

Visiting Rotarians: Mike Chertok, Rotary Club of Bakersfield, Cecil Mar-
tin, Bakersfield Breakfast Rotary Club 

 

Guests: Keith Bishop was introduced by Jack Spencer, Kern County 
Fire Department Battalion Chief John Sillman, Kern County Fire Depart-
ment Captain Tony Blumer and his wife Bettina, 2008 Fire Fighter of the 
Year, David Kaus, and his family, wife Elizabeth Kaus, and children Mi-
chael Kaus, and Heather Kaus, 2008 Teacher of the Year Steve Garcia, 
2008 Citizen of the Year Ravi Patel, M.D. 

Fines 

Kay Schrader tried to schmooze her way out of a $25. fine for not greet-
ing people as they arrived for the Gin Fizz breakfast last week, by giving 
President Ron a t-shirt.  Ron explained he has only six weeks left, so he 
needs to be sure to levy all his fines by the end of his term. 

 

Mike Burger and David Coffey are stars of a Bakersfield Life Magazine 
photo spread, and they were not wearing their Rotary pins!  Mike quickly 
stood up and took responsibility for this grievous error.  David, on the 
other hand, tried to persuade President Ron that he has already paid 
his share of fines.  Unconvinced, Ron fine Mike $50 and David $75.  
Throwing caution to the wind, David upped his own fine to $100. 

 

Doug Amstutz and Frank Colatruglio were called on the carpet for ar-
riving late as greeters.  Doug called President Ron’s attention to the 
rule established when Doug was president, that there would be three 
greeters – an early greeter, a middle greeter, and a late greeter.  Today   
Doug arrived perfectly on time for his role as the middle greeter.  Frank 
Colatruglio arrived on time to perform as the later greeter.  Ron was un-
convinced, explaining that his board did away with the early, middle, and 
late greeter, so Doug will pay a fine of $15 for being 15 minutes late, and 
Frank will pay $20 for being 20 minutes late. 

                         Announcements 

Bill Trivitt reminded us that Pasta Feast is SATURDAY!!!!   

 

Tom Burch reported on his Rotarian Magazine reading assignment 
about efforts of the RI President to promote Rotarians into Rotary.  Only 
18% or one in every five Rotarians sponsors a new member into Rotary.                        
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“I think a hero is an ordinary individual who finds strength to 
 persevere and endure in spite of overwhelming obstacles.”    

   

      Christopher Reeve 
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