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We gathered for 
breakfast early on Fri-
day morning, in the 
lush backyard of Gary 
and Evie Stanfill.  We 
filled our glasses with 
gin fizzes made by 
master bartender Bud 
Leedy, and filled our 
plates with steak and 
eggs and biscuits and 
gravy, and sat down to 
enjoy the company of 
our Rotary family.   
Terry Schroepfer led 
us in the invocation 
and a moment of si-
lence as we thought of 
our dear, departed 
Jere Sullivan.  Gary 
Stanfill led us in the 
flag salute to a flag 
brought back from Iraq 
by the husband of one 
of Gary’s employees.   

 Kern County 
District V Supervisor 
Michael Rubio, Kern 

County Parks and 
Recreation Director 
Bob Lerude, and 
several young men 
from East Bakersfield 
High School told us 
about the Skate Park 
which will be in-
stalled at Heritage 
Park.  Supervisor 
Rubio told us that 
Kern County sends 
more people to 
prison for drugs than 
any other county in 
California, and we 
have one of the high-
est rates of gang ac-
tivities in the state.  
He thinks one an-
swer to these prob-
lems is to provide a 
place for young peo-
ple to enjoy legal ac-
tivities.   

 The State of 
California has 
awarded the County 
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a $200,000 grant to 
purchase skate park 
equipment.  An addi-
tional $70,000 to 
$80,000 will need to 
be raised for the infra-
structure (the con-
crete slab, rebar, 
etc.).  A group of boys 
have come together 
to work to raise the 
remaining funds.  
They have all agreed 
to follow Rubio’s 
Rules: Respect one 
another, Work to-
gether, and Get it 
done.  The boys are 
on a speaking tour to  
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(from page one) 

tell about their plans for a skate park, which will keep them out of the schools and off of the prop-
erty of private businesses.  They are selling tickets to fundraising dinners, where they will do all of 
the set up and clean up to show their commitment to the project.  The boys explained that kids 
need a place to skateboard, and with gas prices so high it is difficult to get to the skate park at 
Beech Park.  A skate park at Heritage Park would provide a place for them to go on the east side 
of Bakersfield. 
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Guests at the Gin Fizz 05.09.08 

Jane Lewis, who was unaccompanied by Bill 

Lucy Aguirre, who was accompanied by Fernando 

And, our wonderful hosts, Evie and Gary Stanfill 

Master bartender, Bud Leedy 
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“You must judge a man’s greatness by how much he will be missed.” ~ 
          Will Rogers   

 

“Without our leprechaun, Bakersfield East will never be the same.” ~
          Ron Biglin 
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